PROFILES IN DESIGN
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HOME, SWEET HOME: Sandy andd
Arture Belkind joined two
apartments im Aventura mlo a
B0 sopeare-fool space
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Arturo Belkmd™s designs influ-
ence first im]:u'l::li'i.il.lll.i of laziry
el lhlnu_ln-:

Thid archiieet chivies (he Tnest
marbles, woods and fabrics so that
this impermanent place — a sales
center — conveys the hilesayle bisy-
e sk

“They anc buying air.”™ says Belk-
ind, &4, president and owner of Sal-
via Desgen in Morth Miamd. 1 wami
tov give theam the feeliag that what
they sev is what they will get, When
I Began designing sbes centers in the
1%Els, ||1|."|.' weere just a fnele rrasler
There was no competition between
Flh.'lil'l!‘ﬂ. Maow they are called sales
pavilions and feel lke 5 bose,™

SOMETHING TO ENJOY

Belkimd, who has desipned aboul
A00 sales eenters o Souwlh Florsda
amd other areas, says even the sales-
manship ket changed. “In the old,
small zabes centers, wisilors were
stopped when they enfered. They
were s anko & lietle rooms snd boamn
barded with a sales pitch. Mow poo
plé are bell to wander odi thelr 0w,
tia cheeck aut the kiccken snd bath,”
he says. =We'ne tresting sales coenters
a8 muSeuing, &8 sometkisg o Gy,
amnd it malkes people fee] more come
fortable™

Belkind belicwes :\.|||.w|ih]; a e
style helps with a sale, but he objects
1o one particalar sales ploys “When a
profect shows girks on the beach ina
tiny bikini — | hate thatl They
should ba pitching toward the alder
buyer, the one who can sctually
affard o bve im a humary condo™

He tavors gthowng & slower lele-
style as a selling point. In the 8,000-
sguare-foof sales and mosdel center
he degigmed for the high-end condo
development for Orion in Howston,
Beelkind ereated visuals with “every-
thing slow — a bird slowly ilying by,
u p-l'rud-:l_-:ll' a man's hand reacking
glowly for a woman's hand.” This
romastic piich helped him win =<The
MNagicnals 3005 award sponsored by
e Matonal Assackstion of Home-
builders
N MORE BANK WORK

Belkind, whose prandparenis emi-
grated to Mexico Ciry from Rusala,
first specialized in bank design
Whei il Mezicah povernmsnt o
fwcated the banks in I9HZ, his bank
wiork suddenly stopped. He moved
his family o Miame and Bought
Baron Displays, which produced
trade shows. Eventually, hi sold the
company and creatod Salisd Dotggns,
the name taken from the initials of
his wide Sandy and their daughters
ek mnd Mool

Becamse of the name, people
sometimees mislake Belkind for lal-
fan and address him gs “Mr, Salink™

His name is associabted with the
malird centers of South Florids™s moss
prestgens developments, IBelading
Solaris, [ade, Canyon Ranch, Las
Dlas River Hoiise, Adgias and Murano
Grande, among many others
Recently be was selected 1o creade
an claborate aales and msdel centor
for SKEYLIMNE at Mary Brickell Vil
lage amd b0 design the puiblse dpaces
ot Midrown 4, one of cight owers
bt will bocome the residential por-
tinf of Midiown Mesn,

His owm bome consists of two
apartments in Avendura that he
s 20 years S50 0 cheale a 9,200«
square-font space. Belkind kept the
second kitchen when b joined the
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T LURES

CONDO BUYERS WITH
TOP-NOTCH SALES CENTERS

DEAHATIC ENTRAMNCE: Yallonw ‘patads” Torm an umbredla over the lobdy of the salkes center Belkind decigned for Solans, a 138-resicdincs
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HIGH STYLE: Luxurious sales centers that Befkind has designad include ones for Solaris, left, and Medtown Miami, right

apartments and now it's handy for
wisiting family.

Babponses, chowded wath planbs,
surround the apartment on three
sidies and the walls are f[lled with
Mexlcan ar

e thing he misses from worlk-
ing in Mexico 18 the close relation-
ship archilects have with amiate
*There, whin an artist sees a boild-
i Eoing W, they will aik theé archa-
tect, "May | have that niche? That
walli* Art is incorporated mto the
Buiklding im every way possihle,” he
EAFE

Emipty nisbers, the Belkmnds engoy
wisits froam thelr blemded famdly tha
inchude the four children Sandy Bad
bBelone dhe and Artino me m Mex-
oo, He hod one child and together,
in the second marriage for both, they
Pessd P daughibers, bringing 1the clan
up bt seven children and, now, 11

jrandchildren

PROFILE

HWarmn: Aaturn Baolking
Company: Salinl Design
1845 HE Bdbak S5, Marth
Fhamni; 305-949-9134 or
wwvwe_salinadesigriooam
Parianal Boon i Masoo
Lty

Education: Degres in
achifectune troem tho
University of Mexico
Py Cily,

Deslgn philosopiy: Thae
client should fecl the
dasigm is ihoirs, Thad Chey
Camr ug with Ehe idea.
Enapired by: Frank Lloyd
Wiriagini

A Aok T e b A
ART GALLERY: Mowscan| nintings decorate Baikind's huge Avontura
aparimen



